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THE  ANNUAL  REPORT 
of  the 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

for  the 

RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL  OF  FREEBRIDGE  LYNN 
FOR  THE  YEAR  1955- 


To  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  COUNCILLORS  OF 

THE  RURAL  DISTRICT  OF  FREEBRIDGE  LYNN. 


Mr.  Chairman,  My  Lord,  My  Lady,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  for  your  information,  and 
consideration  the  Annual  Report  on  the  Health  and  Sanitary 
Circumstances  of  the  District  during  the  year  1955- 

The  general  health  of  the  District  was  good. 

Apart  from  several  cases  of  Measles  in  the  first  six 
weeks  of  the  year,  and  between  April  and  August,  Notifiable 
Infectious  Disease  was  of  infrequent  occurrence. 

The  Poliomyelitis  that  was  epidemic  throughout  the 
Country  touched  the  District  with  two  cases. 

Influenza  was  epidemic  in  January  and  February,  and  was 
the  cause  of  three  deaths. 

The  laying  of  the  principal  mains  of  the  Regional  Water 
Scheme  was  completed. 

The  Castleacre  Water  Supply  Scheme  is  ready  to  be  got  on 
with,  when  the  Ministry  gives  consent  to  go  ahead  with  the  work. 

In  the  near  future  all  the  villages  with  the  exceptions  of 
Castle  Rising  and  Westacre,  will  have  the  general  provision  of  a 
good  water  supply. 

These  two  communities  should  be  brought  into  the  same  line 
of  benefit  as  the  others. 

South  V/ootton  badly  needs  a Sewerage  System.  Almost  twenty 
years  ago  the  then  coming  necessity  for  it  was  recognised;  the 
area  was  surveyed,  and  a plan  of  Sewerage  Disposal  by  Sewers 
was  made. 

There  is  a limit  to  the  size  of  communities,  (even  fairly 
isolated  groups  of  houses)  that  Septic  Tank  Units  can  deal  with, 
more  or  less  effectively,  without  recurrent  nuisance,  inconvenience 
and  expense. 

That  limit  has  been  reached,  perhaps  passed  in  the  case  of 
South  Wootton. 
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The  Council  has  already  arranged  with  the  King’s  Lynn 
Corporation  that  the  latter’s  sewer  at  Hall  Lane  can  be  used, 
to  receive  the  Sewerage  of  a South  Wootton  Sewerage  System. 

Sewerage  Disposal  should  always  be  by  the  best  practicable 
means,  and  this  for  South  Wootton  is  obviously  the  use  of  the 
Corporation  Sewer  to  carry  away  the  sewage  of  the  Community. 

I thank  the  Chairman  and  the  Members  of  the  Council  for 
their  courtesy  and  consideration,  and  the  Chief  Sanitary 
Inspector  and  ether  Members  of  the  Staff,  for  their  help  and 

advice. 


I have  the  honour  to  be, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

J.  HAMILTON, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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VITAL  STATISTICS 


ESTIMATED  MID-YEAR  HOME  POPULATION  (REGISTRAR-GENERAL) 

lljIRO. 


BIRTHS. 

Livebirths. 

LEGITIMATE 

ILLEGITIMATE 


Males. 

Females. 

Totals. 

98 

86 

184 

5 

2 

7 

103 

88 

191 

Stillbirths. 

LEGITIMATE 
ILLEGITIMATE  . . . 


1 


1 


DEATHS. 

Leaths:  All  ages 


67  52  119 


Deaths:  Infants  under  1 year  of  age. 

LEGITIMATE.  ...  2 1 3 

I LLEGIT IMATE  ...  1 - 1 


4 


Deaths:  Infants  under  4 weeks  of  age. 

LEGITIMATE.  ...  1 

ILLEGITIMATE  ...  1 


1 

1 


2 


2 


Deaths:  Tuberculosis 

Cancer  etc.  all  forms.  12 
Cancer.  Lung.  2 
Maternal 


6 18 

1 3 


RATES  PER  1000  POPUL  T I 0 N 


Births  18.99 

Births  (England  and  Wales)  15.0 

Stillbirths.  (per  1000  total  live  and  stillbirths)...  3*3 

Stillbirths.  (England  and  Wales  Live  and  stillbirths)  23.1 
Deaths  of  Infants  under  4 weeks  per  1000  live  births..  10.4 
Deaths  of  Infants  under  4 weeks  per  1000  live  births 

(England  and  Wales) 17.3 

Infantile  Mortality  Rate  per  1000  livebirths  20.9 

Infantile  Mortality  Rate  per  1000  livebirths  (England 

and  Wales) 24.9 

Deaths  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9«09 

Deaths.  (England  and  ./ales) 11.7 

Maternal  Mortality.  Per  1000  total  live  and  still  births,  nil. 
Maternal  Mortality  (England  and  Wales)  per  1000  total 

live  and  still  births 0,64 

Respiratory  Tuberculosis  nil. 

Respiratory  Tuberculosis.  (England  and  Wales) 0.13 

Tuberculosis:  other  forms  nil. 

Tuberculosis:  other  forms  (England  and  Wales).  ...  0.15 

Cancer  of  Lung  / 0.26 

Cancer  of  Lung  (England  and  Wales 0.389 


Cancer: 
Cancer : 


other  forms  

other  forms  (England  and  Wales). 


1.3 
1.  66 
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Births  exceeded  Deaths  by  72.  The  Birth  Rate  has  remained 
steady;  an  average  of  190  a year  over  the  past  few  years. 

There  were  7 Illegitimate  Births , 4 less  than  in  the 
previous  year. 

Stillbirths  were  fewer,  1 compared  with  4 in  1954. 

84  (70  per  cent)  of  the  total  Deaths  (119),  we re  those  of 
persons  of  65  years  and  over  that  age. 

There  were  24  deaths  (20  per  cent  of  the  total)  between 
the  ages  of  45  and  64  years. 

6 Deaths  in  the  15  years  to  44  years  group,  1 of  a child 
and  4 of  Infants  made  up  the  remainder. 

70  Deaths  (approximately  60  per  cent  of  the  total  number) 
were  due  to  Diseases  of  the  Heart  and  Circulation.  51  of  them 
were  of  people  65  years  and  over;  16  were  between  45  and  64 
years;  2 in  the  15  to  44  years  group;  and  1 was  an  infant  death 
from  Congenital  defects  of  the  Heart  and  its  large  vessels. 

Cancer  and  other  Malignant  growths  were  the  causes  of  death 
in  20  cases;  16.8  per  cent  of  the  total  deaths.  16  of  the  20 
persons  affected  were  aged  65  years  and  over;  3 were  between  45 
and  64  years,  and  1 w as  a child,  whose  death  was  due  to 
Malignant  Bone  disease. 

There  were  3 cases  of  Cancer  of  the  Lung;  2 Males  and  1 
Female.  Their  respective  ages  were  79*  65  and  70. 

Respiratory  Diseases,  including  Influenzal  Pneumonia 
caused  12  deaths;  10  per  cent  of  the  total  deaths. 

There  were  3 deaths  from  Influenzal  Pneumonia;  all  elderly 
persons.  The  remaining  9 deaths  included  5 Bronchopneumonias, 
(all,  excepting  an  infant,  in  people  up  in  years).  2 Asthmas, 

1 Bronchitis,  and  1 Bronchiectasis. 

There  were  no  deaths,  from  any  form  of  Tuberculosis,  nor 
was  there  any  Maternal  Mortality. 

2 Fatalities  were  caused  by  Motor  Accidents,  and  there  was 

1 Suicide. 


I N F AHTILE  M 0 R T L I T Y. 


Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 year  of  age  numbered  4?  the  same 
as  in  1954?  and  the  Neo-Natal  Death  Rate  (10.4)?  and  the 
Infantile  Mortality  Rate  (20.9)?  were  both  below  the  average 
for  the  whole  country. 

The  causes  of  Infant  Mortality  were:- 


Prematurity  2 

Bronchopneumonia  . 1 


Congenital  Heart  Disease..  1 

“4 
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C L A SSI  F I C A T I 0 N 0 F DEATHS 


ACCORDING  T 0 DISEASES. 
CAUSES  OF  DEATHS « Males.  Females. 


1.  Tuberculosis:  Respiratory... 

2.  Tuberculosis:  other  forms... 

3.  Syphilitic  Disease.... 

4.  Diphtheria. 

3.  Whooping  Cough. 

6.  Meningococcal  Infection 

7.  j.cute  Poliomyelitis.... 

8.  Measles 

9.  Other  Infective  and.  Parasitic 


Diseases - 1 

10.  Malignant  Neoplasm:  Stomach 2 3 

11.  Malignant  Neoplasm:  Lung 2 1 

12.  Malignant  Neoplasm:  Breast 

13*  Malignant  Neoplasm:  Uterus 

14.  Other  Malignant  and.  Lymphatic 

Neoplasms 8 2 

15.  Leukaemia:  Aleukaemia 1 1 

16.  Diabetes 

17«  Vascular  Lesions  of  the  Nervous 

System 14  12 

18.  Coronary  Disease:  Angina 12  3 

19*  Hypertension  with  Heart  Disease..  1 2 

20.  Other  Heart  Disease.... 10  9 

21.  Other  Circulatory  Disease 3 2 

22.  Influenza 1 1 

23.  Pneumonia 2 3 

24.  Bronchitis 2 2 

25.  Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory 

System.  1 

26.  Ulcer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum. . . . 

27.  Gastritis,  Enteritis,  Diarrhoea.. 

28.  Nephritis  and  Nephrosis 1 

29.  Hyperplasis  of  Prostato. 


30.  Pregnancy:  Childbirth:  abortion 

31.  Congenital  Malformations 

32.  Other  defined  and  ill-defined 


diseases 4 9 

33.  Motor  Vehicle  Accidents. 2 

34-  All  other  accidents - 1 

33.  Suicide - 1 

36.  Homicide 


Total. 


1 

5 

3 


10 

2 


26 

13 

3 

19 

3 
2 

5 

4 

1 


1 


13 

2 

1 

1 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  NOTIFIED  IN  1955. 


Infectious 

Disease. 

r ■ 

Unaer 

1 : i-k  SziM  is 

: Over 

-24= 25-44  45-65  65  Total 



Measles. 

; iii 

23  33 

i 1 i... 

! 

j 

1 

1 

. 

1 i 

: 

- 

f t 

_t  ^ 

j 

58  j 

Whooping  Cough- 

1 : - 

i 

„ 1 



— 

1 

Scarlet  Fever. 

1 | "1  4 ! 

1 

: ; 

"...  J 

6 

Pneumonia. 

- 1 3 j 

v - 

1 

1 ; 4 

10  | 

Poliomyelitis. 

1 

- 

_ j _ | 

i I 

2 | 

Erysipelas. 

I 1 r " 

- 

- 

1 : 

- j 1 

1 1 

i 

Food  Poisoning. 

. T 

1 

- 

_ _ 

1 

r 

Tuberculosis 
(Respiratory) . 

I f " t; t 

T ’ 

1 

2 

! I ! 

1 1 1 

4 

Tuberculosis 
(Other  forms). 

i 

j 

— 

— — 

Total. 

l 26  40 

6 

3 

2 5 

83 

INF] 

3CTI0US  D I 

S E j. 

S E 

S. 

There  were  83  cases  of  notifiable  Infectious  Diseases, 
including  Tuberculosis,  compared  with  226  in  1954. 

Measles,  with  58  cases  made  up  the  bulk  of  the 
notifications.  It  had  been  epidemic  since  May,  1954  and  ran 
on  into  mid-February.  Then  it  re-appeared  between  April  and 
August. 

Whooping  Cough  was  represented  by  only  1 notified  case. 

This  was  a marked  comparison  with  any  previous  year  on  record, 
when  20  or  more  (usually  more)  cases  were  reported  annually. 

This  may  be  an  indication  of  the  efficacy  of  Whooping  Cough 
Immunisation.  Whooping  Cough  Vaccine  in  combination  with 
Diphtheria  Vaccine  has  been  commonly  used  in  the  Immunisation 
of  Infants  for  the  past  few  years.  The  Vaccine  can  certainly 
modify  an  attack  of  Whooping  Cough  which  nowadays  is  the  most 
trying  common  infectious  disease  of  Infancy. 

Influenza  was  active  in  January  and  February.  2 cases  of 
Influenzal  Pneumonia  were  notified;  both  old  people.  One  of  the 
Schools  (Castleacre)  was  closed  for  a few  days,  because  of  the 
amount  of  Influenzal  colds  among  the  children. 

6 of  the  cases  of  Pneumonia  occurred  in  January  and 
February. 

There  'were  2 cases  of  Poliomyelitis;  both  of  a severe 
Paralytic  type.  The  disease  attacked  a two  year  old  girl  at 
Pott  Row  in  mid-August.  The  next  case,  at  the  end  of  November 
was  a 24  year  old  woman. 


-8- 


There  was  no  indication  where  the  child  might  have  picked 
up  the  infection,  but  the  woman  had  some  days  before  she  fell 
ill,  been  a visitor  to  a case  of  "Muscular  Rheumatism",  who 
had  taken  to  bed  for  three  days,  because  of  the  severity  of 
the  complaint;  and  had  felt  "groggy"  as  well.  This  case  of 
"Rheumatism"  might  have  been  an  attack  of  non-paralytic 
Poliomyelitis. 

A case  of  Food  Poisoning  was  notified  in  late  September. 
From  the  enquiries  made  it  would  seem  that  the  infection  had 
been  picked  up  while  the  person  was  on  holiday  in  the  London 
district. 

4 cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  were  notified,  2 males 
and  2 females.  One  of  the  cases  was  a "transfer"  from  another 
area,  so  3 cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  were  detected  during 
the  year. 


VACCINATION  a N D I M M U H I S A T I 0 N. 
VACCINATION. 

Primary.  Re-Vaccination. 


Under  5 years 71  1 

5-14  years  - 1 

15  years  and  over 5 11 


76  13 


The  total  of  89  Vaccinations  was  15  more  than  in  1954?  but 
still  less  than  in  1953  (92),  or  in  1952  (104). 

The  Primary  Vaccination  Rate  of  Infants  (approximately 
34  per  cent)  remains  at  a low  level,  (a  feature  all  over  the 
country) . 


Vaccination  is  not  only  freely  available  from  the  Family 
Doctor,  but  it  is  an  eminently  safe  procedure  in  early  infancy, 
the  time  it  should  first  be  done.  If  there  is  general  knowledge 
of  this,  then  the  majority  of  parents  are  carelessly  depriving 
their  children  of  a protective  measure  that,  sometime  might  make 
the  difference,  between  freedom  from  a serious  infection;  or 
death  from  it,  or  survival  with  conspicuous  disfigurement. 


IMMUNISATION. 


Primary.  Re-Inforoing. 


Under  5 years ...  77  6 

Over  5 years.  ...  29  170 


10 6 176 


Immunisation  against  Diphtheria  and  Whooping  Gough  is 
given  by  the  Family  Doctor,  and  County  Medical  Staff  at  Welfare 
Centres  and  Schools. 

Primary  Immunisations  were  slightly  more  (6)  in  number 
than  in  1954.  While  there  were  117  more  Re-Inforcing  Immunisations 
there  was  still  a considerable  difference  from  the  numbers  of 
1952,  when  there  were  173  Primary  and  238  Re-Inforcing  ImmunisatJons 
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However,  as  last  year,  there  was  a suspension  of 
Immunisation  practically  during  the  whole  of  the  last  quarter, 
because  of  the  presence  of  Poliomyelitis  in  the  district  and 
its  neighbourhood.  But  for  this  the  response  would  undoubtedly 
have  been  better. 


HOUSING. 

Local  authorities  were  required  under  Section  1,  Housing 
Repairs  and  Rents  Act,  1954,  to  submit  during  the  year,  to  the 
Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government  their  proposals  for 
dealing  with  the  houses  in  their  areas,  that  appeared  to  them 
to  be  unfit  for  habitation,  and  should  be  demolished.  The 
Council  indicated  that:- 

1.  There  were  approximately  477  houses  of  this  class,  and 

2.  a five  years  Clearance  and  Re-housing  Programme  would 
probably  deal  with  nearly  all  of  them. 

To  this  end  (the  steady  progress  of  Clearance  Schemes)  the 
Council,  in  December,  decided,  for  the  time  being,  to  discontinue 
its  General  Housing  Programme. 

It  was  reported  at  the  end  of  the  year  that  the  first  steps 
were  about  to  be  taken  in  the  preparation  of  Clearance  Schemes, 
under  Section  25,  Housing  Act , 1936;  at  Castleacre  (9  houses) 
and  Little  Massingham  (10  houses). 


NAT  I 0 N A L ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948. 

No  action  was  called  for  under  the  National  Assistance  Act, 
1948,  or  the  National  Assistance  (Amendment)  Act,  1951. 


MILK  N D DAIRIES  REGULATIONS.  1 9 4 9. 

There  were  no  notifications  of  Tuberculosis,  or  Brucella 
Abortus  among  cattle  during  the  year. 


DISEASES  0 F A N I M A L S A C T,  1 9 5 C. 

In  January  a heifer  was  reported  dead  from  Anthrax  at 
Wolferton. 

A sow  was  reported  dead  from  Anthrax,  at  Gayton,  in  June. 

The  prescribed  precautions  were  taken  to  prevent  the  spread 
of  the  disease. 


W A T E R SUPPLIES. 

Though  the  mains  of  the  Regional  Scheme  had  been  laid 
before  the  end  of  the  year  the  distribution  systems  had  still  to 
be  completed,  so  the  sources  of  water  supplies  were  the  same  as 
in  previous  years;  from  Bores,  Shallow  We 11s  and  Streams. 
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The  Water  Supplies  from  the  Council’s  Plants  at 
Sandrinjham  and  Harpley  Dams;  and  from  the  Waterworks  of  the 
King’s  Lynn  Corporation,  and  the  V/isbech  Water  Board,  were, 

(a)  Satisfactory  in  quantity,  and 

(b;  Satisfactory  in  quality. 

So  were  (with  1 exception)  the  supplies  from  the  Bores  of 
the  Housing  Estates  at  Castleacre,  Westacre,  East  and  West  Winch 
Flitcham,  Gayton,  Middleton  and  Pentney. 

A sample  taken  at  Pentney  on  19th  October,  was  reported 
by  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  to  be  "Suspicious” , containing 
5 coliform  organisms  per  100  millilitres,  ju  sample  taken 
on  29th  December,  from  the  same  supply  was  stated  to  be 
"Highly  Satisfactory". 

On  each  of  the  3 occasions  when  water  samples  were  taken 
from  the  Council  Houses  at  Hillington,  the  result  of  tho 
Analysis  was  "Unsatisfactory". 

(a)  9th  March,  1955* 

Coliform  organisms  13  per  100  mis. 

Faecal  coli  8 per  100  mis. 

(b)  11th  July,  1953. 

Coliform  organisms  5 per  100  mis. 

Faecal  coli  2 per  100  mis. 

(c)  29th  December,  1935. 

Coliform  organisms 35  per  100  mis. 

Faecal  coli  35  pen  100  mis. 

In  this  sample  all  the  coliform  organisms  wore 

of  faecal  origin. 

Springs  are  the  sources  of  this  Water  Supply. 


WATER  A N -..LYSE  S. 

The  following  reports  were  made  by  the  Public  Analyst, 
(Dr.  S.  Greenburgh,  Ph.D. , B.Sc.,  Cambridge). 

S andr i ngh am  Wa t e rw o r ks . 

(a)  Sample  from  Tap  over  trough,  Iqppleton  Dairy,  3rd 
August,  1955. 


Physical  Characteristics.  Good. 

Parts  per  1QQ„0Q0. 

Chlorides  3.4 

Ammonia  (Free  and  Saline) absent 

Ammonia  (Albuminoid) absent 

Oxygen  absorbed  in  3 hours  at  37°C..  0.0330 

Nitrates 0.70 

Nitrites absent 

Poisonous  metals absent 

Total  Hardness 27.5 


Bacteriological  Examination. 

Coliform  organisms  absent  in  100  mis. 

Microscopical  Examination  of  Deposits. 
No  deposits. 


» 


Inference 


The  results  obtained  on  analysis  of  this  sample  do 
not  show  any  evidence  of  pollution  with  harmful 
organic  or  inorganic  matter.  I am  of  the  opinion 
that  this  water  is  fit  for  drinking  purposes. 

S.  GREENBURGH 

8th  August,  1955.  Public  Analyst. 


(b)  Sample  from  Tap,  Yard  Lodge  Cottage,  Jubilee  Gates. 
22nd  December,  1955* 

Physical  Characteristics:  Very  slight  deposit, 
otherwise  good. 


Parts  per  100.000. 


Chlorides 2.10 

iimmonia  (Free  and  Saline) absent 

Ammonia  (Albuminoid) 0.0006 

Oxygen  absorbed  in  3 hours  at  37°C  0.0198 

Nitrates  absent 

Nitrites  absent 

Poisonous  Metals  absent 

Total  hardness 23.7 


Bacteriological  Examination. 

Coliform  organisms  absent  in  100  mis. 
Microscopical  Examination  of  Deposit. 

Mainly  mineral  matter. 

Inference. 

The  results  obtained  on  the  Analysis  of  this 
sample  do  not  show  any  evidence  of  pollution  with 
harmful  organic,  or  inorganic  matter. 

I am  of  the  opinion  that  this  water  is  fit 
for  drinking  purposes. 


28th  December,  1935* 


S.  GREENBURGH. 
Public  Analyst. 


Bacteriological  analyses  of  Water  Supplies  were  also  done 
at  the  Norwich  Public  Health  Laboratory. 

2 other  samples  of  water  from  Sandringham  Water  Works,  and 
3 from  the  Harpley  Dams  supply  were  examined,  and  reported  to  be 
of  Highly  Satisfactory  quality. 

This  will  be  the  last  year  for  which  a statement  can  be  made, 
that  Wells  were  the  source  of  Water  Supply  for  many,  and  were 
seldom  either :- 

(a)  Satisfactory  in  quality,  or 

(b)  sufficient  in  quantity  throughout  the  year. 

Some  examples  of  the  Pollution  of  Wells  and  Streams  are  given 
as  a record  of  what  had  to  be  put  up  with,  for  want  of  the 
provision  of  a pure  water  supply. 
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WELLS. 


A. 


1.  East  Winch.  5th  April,  1955* 

Coliform  organisms  130  per  100  mis. 

’’Unsatisfactory" . 

2.  West  Winch.  28th  July,  1955* 

Coliform  organisms 1800  + per  100  mis. 

Faecal  Coli  1800  + per  100  mis. 

"Unsatisfactory" . 

"Unsatisfactory"  is  too  mild  a word -to  use  as  a 
description  of  the  quality  of  this  "Water  Supply". 

3.  West  Winch.  14th  November,  1955. 

Coliform  organisms 80  per  100  mis. 

Faecal  coli  8 per  100  mis. 

"Unsatisfactory" . 

4.  Pentney.  25th  August,  1955* 

Coliform  organisms 250  per  100  mis. 

Faecal  coli  7 per  100  mis. 

"Unsatisfactory" . 

B.  STREAMS. 


Swan  River,  Pentney.  26th  July,  1955. 

Coliform  organisms  250  per  100  mis. 

Faecal  coli  50  per  100  mis. 

"Unsatisfactory" . 

PLUMBO-SOLVENCY. 

The  waters  of  the  District  are  not  plumb o~solvent . 
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P I PE-BORNE  W r.  T E R SUPPLIES. 


Parish. 

Supplied  to  Supplied  by 

Properties.  Public  Standpipes. 

No.  of  Approx.  No.  of  Approx. 

Houses,  population.  Houses.  Population 

Bawsey  

25 

96 

— 

Gastleacre 

66 

246 

46s 

— 

Castle  Rising. . . 

2 5* 

75* 

138s 

Congham 

— 

150 

— 

— 

Flitcham 

50 

— 

— 

Gay ton 

126 

418 

— 

— 

Grimston 

63 

235 

— 

— 

Harpley 

103 

394 

— 

— 

Hillington  ... 

40st 

120s 

2236 

65* 

Leziate 

81 

280 

20 

60 

Great  Massingham 

215 

660 

— 

Little  Massingham 

47 

185 

— 

— 

Middleton. 

109 

406 

— 

— 

Pentney 

32 

122 

— 

— 

Roy don  

— 

— 

— 

North  Runcton. . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sandringham 

150 

450 

— 

— 

East  Walton 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Westacre 

9 

34 

— 

— 

East  Winch 

30 

114 

— 

— 

West  V/ inch 

102 

380 

- 

— 

North  Wootton. . . 

111 

379 

- 

— 

South  Wootton. . . 

255 

940 

Totals . ... 

• • • 

163s 

5684 

88 

263 

3£  Private  Supplies 

provided  by 

the  Castle 

Rising  and 

Hillington 

^states  respectively. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT 
of  the 

SURVEYOR  AND  CHIEF  SANITARY  INSPECTOR. 

for  the 

YEAR  ENDING-  1955. 


Mr.  Chairman , Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  my  Report  for  the  year  ended 
31st  December,  1955- 

INSPECTIONS. 


The  number  of  inspections  and  visits  made  in  conjunction 
with  the  various  branches  of  Public  Health  work  during  the 
year  are  as  follows :- 


Nature  of  Inspections. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT: 

Sanitary  Appliances  

Drainage,  including  Ditches. . 
Cesspools,  alterations  etc... 

Keeping  of  Animals  

Dirty  or  Verminous  Premises. . 

Water  Supplies  

Water  Samples  ... 

Sewerage  

Refuse  Tips 

Building  Byelaws. . 

FOOD: 

Unsound  Food 

Food  Premises  for  Byelav/s  etc. 

Ice  Cream  Samples 

Slaughter  Houses  or  Knackers  Yards 
MILK  AND  DAIRIES: 

Dairies  Inspections 

Methods  of  Distribution 
PETROLEUM  ACTS: 

No.  of  Applications,  Site  Inspections 
HOUSING: 

For  repairs  and 


No.  of 
Visits . 


9 

186 

22 

3 
7 

198 

43 

163 

73 

494 

1 

15 

5 

188 

4 
1 


3 


Slum  Clearance. 


89 


Overcrowding,  or  Poor  Living  Conditionsl3 


Total  No. 
of  Visits, 


1198 


209 


5 

3 


Improvement  Grants/ Snail  Dwellings. 

111 

Council  Estates 

MOVEABLE  DWELLINGS : 

• • • 

110 

323 

Site  Inspections 

0*0 

16 

No.  of  Dwellings  inspected... 
INFECTIOUS  DISEASES; 

• 00 

14 

30 

Investigations  

0 0 0 

18 

Disinfection  of  Premises 

0 0 0 

8 

Food  Poisoning  

PESTS  ACT : 

0 0 0 

7 

33 

Supervisory  Inspections  ... 

••0 

10 

10 

FACTORIES  ACT: 

Factories  Visited 

DISEASES  OF  ANIMALS : 

0 0 0 

25 

25 

Anthrax 

0*0 

5 

5 

1,841 


HOUSING-. 


In  Circular  48/55  Councils  are  informed  that  as  returns 
relating  to  demolition,  closing  and  repair  of  houses  must  now 
be  submitted  quarterly  to  the  Ministry,  these  particulars  need 
no  longer  be  included  in  the  Annual  Report. 

It  is  felt  however,  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and 
myself,  that  information  of  this  nature  should  also  be  provided 
for  the  benefit  of  Members,  and  for  this  reason  the  particulars 
are  given  below:- 


HOUSING  ACT , 1936. 

Preliminary  Notices  Served  4 

Statutory  Notices  Served  

PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT,  1936. 

Preliminary  Notices  Served.  . 6 


LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  (MISCELLANEOUS  PROVISIONS) 

ACT,  1953. 

Closing  Orders  Made  3 


A total  of  eight  applications  for  loans  under  the  Small 
Dwellings  Acquisition  Acts  and/or  Housing  Act,  1949  was 
received,  and  after  due  consideration,  loans  were  granted  in  the 
case  of  six  applicants. 

During  the  year  sixteen  grants  under  the  Housing  Repairs  and 
Rents  Act,  1954  were  made  by  the  Council.  Although  the 50/ 
maximum  grant  was  not  given  in  every  instance,  each  case  was 
carefully  considered  on  its  merits.  In  the  hope  that  it  may  prove 
of  interest  to  Members,  I give  below  some  interesting  facts  relat- 
ing to  the  sixteen  grants  which  were  given. 

1.  No.  of  dwellings  in  respect  of  which  Improvement 


Grants  have  been  approved 16 

2.  No.  of  such  dwellings  owner-occupied 9 = 56/ 

3.  No.  of  such  dwellings  occupied  by  tenants.  7 = 44/ 

4.  Total  of  ’'approved  expenditure" £6,20 8 

3.  Total  of  approved  grants.  £2675 

6.  Average  grant  per  dwelling £167 


NOTE:  Each  £100  grant  costs  the  Council  £2.  Is.  6d.  per 

annum  (interest  and  repayment  on  25/  of  grant). 

During  the  year,  in  response  to  Ministry  requests,  the 
Council  forwarded  details  of  their  next  five  years  housing 
programme.  A quick  housing  survey  of  the  villages  of  Castleacre, 
Westacre  and  Pentney  revealed  that  the  number  of  houses  recommended 
for  demolition  was  substantially  the  same  as  that  of  the  previous 
survey  undertaken  eight  years  ago,  and  for  this  purpose  over 
the  whole  District  350  dwellings  were  earmarked  for  demolition, 
with  a further  127  dwellings  classified  as  "border-lino",  making 
a total  of  477  dwellings. 

The  number  of  Council  Houses  built  amounted  to  27  houses 
and  7 bungalows,  a total  of  345  with  a further  22  dwellings  well 
under  construction.  These  figures  are  considerably  lower  than 
last  year;  this  however  may  be  attributable,  partly  to  an 
allocation  of  20  dwellings  only  by  the  Ministry,  and  the  Council’s 
decision,  in  the  latter  part  of  the  year  to  cease  building, 
other  than  for  slum  clearance  purposes. 
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NEW  BUILDINGS, 


During  1955?  136  plans  were  submitted  under  Building 
Byelaws  and/or  Town  and  Country  Planning  Acts*  of  which  122 
were  approved  and  14  refused.  Pour  of  the  refusals  were 
temporary  only,  pending  a piped  water  supply  being  available 
in  the  locality  concerned. 

The  following  54  approvals  were  for  new  dwellings 


By  the  Council, 

Parish. 

Harpley 

• • • 

Houses. Bungalows. 

4 

Roydon  

• • • 

10 

- 

B.v  Private  Enterprise. 

Castleacre  

• • • 

1 

m 

Gay ton  

• • • 

1 

2 

Leziate  

• • a 

2 

4 

Little  Massingham.. 

• • t 

1 

— 

Middleton  

• • • 

- 

1 

Roydon  

• • • 

1 

1 

East  Walton 

• • • 

2 

- 

Westacre  

• • • 

2 

— 

West  Winch. 

• « • 

— 

6 

South  Wootton  ... 

• • • 

2 

14 

26 

28 

41  plans  were  approved  for  improvements  and/or  additions 
to  existing  properties,  and  the  remaining  27  approvals  were 
for  miscellaneous  purposes  i.e.  garages,  stores,  etc. 

During  the  year,  the  following  70  new  dwellings  were 
completed,  and  the  remaining  55  were  in  course  of  erection. 


Parish. 

By  the  Council. 

Grimston 

Harpley  

Great  Massingham. 

Roydon  

By  Private  Enterprise. 

Castleacre. 

Gay ton  

Grimston 

Leziate  ...  ... 

Great  Massingham. 
Little  Massingham. 

Middleton 

Roydon  

North  Runcton  . . . 
Westacre. . . ... 

West  Winch. 

North  Wootton  . . . 
South  Wootton  ... 


Completed. 
Houses.  Bungalows. 


Being  Built. 

H o uses.  B ungalows. 


6 

21  7 


4 

1 7 

10 


1 

1 

2 


2 


WATER  SUPPLIES. 

As  regards  water  supplies,  the  year  1955  has  been  the  most 
significant  in  the  history  of  the  Council.  Started  in  October, 
1954?  the  long  awaited  Regional  Water  Scheme  was  completed;  in 
addition,  the  Subsidiary  Mains  Scheme,  prepared  by  your  own 
officers,  also  received  Ministry  and  County  Council  approval. 


In  April,  1955,  the  Council  took  over  from  private  ownership? 
and  free  of  cost,  water  mains  at  Hillington  and  two  lengths  of 
mains  at  Leziate.  Also,  as  from  1st  April  the  Council  took  over 
from  the  King’s  Lynn  Corporation  all  the  metered  supplies  in  the 
Parishes  of  Bawsey  and  Leziate. 
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During  the  year,  the  Council  adopted  new  Water  Byelaws 
made  under  Section  17%  Water  Act,  1945*  The  Council  also 
introduced  a new  scale  of  water  charges  for  building  purposes, 
namely  4d.  per  yard  super,  based  on  floor  areas. 

A new  3"  ring  main  was  laid  at  Sandringham  around  the 
perimeter  of  the  grounds.  One  of  the  most  interesting  features 
of  the  year’s  activities  was  the  complete  descaling  of  the 
existing  3"  main  from  Sandringham  Church  right  through  to,  and 
including  the  village  of  V/olferton.  The  whole  job  was  in  the 
nature  of  an  experiment,  as  previously,  we  had  never  undertaken 
any  work  of  this  description;  neither,  as  far  as  can  be 
ascertained  has  any  other  authority  in  this  area. 

The  estimate  for  laying  of  new  mains  was  £6,300,  whereas 
the  Contract  price  for  descaling  the  existing  mains  amounted  to 
£676,  plus  £270  for  additional  labour  supplied  by  the  Council. 

Apart  from  the  considerable  saving  in  cost,  the  descaling 
method  eliminated  all  excavation  and  reinstatement  of  roads  and 
verges,  which  is  normally  encountered  in  main  laying. 

In  December,  the  proposed  Water  Scheme  for  the  village  of 
Castleacre,  again  prepared  by  the  Council’s  own  technical  staff, 
received  the  approval  of  the  County  Council. 

During  the  year,  215  private  water  connections  were  made 
to  the  Council's  mains,  and  51  water  meters  fixed  at  business  or 
agricultural  premises. 

Also  throughout  the  year  46  water  samples  were  taken  with 
results  as  follows : - 

FOR  BACTERIOLOGICAL  OR  CHEMICAL  EMULATION. 

Number  of  samples  proved  satisfactory  ...  36 
Number  of  samples  regarded  as  suspicious...  1 
Number  of  samples  proved  to  be  unsatisfactory  9 

Total  No.  of  Samples.  46 


At  present,  the  Water  Department  staff  consists  of  the 
Water  Superintendent,  two  plumbers,  one  pipe  fitter  and  five 
labourers.  This  shows  an  increase  over  previous  years,  but 
Members  can  be  assured,  the  work  of  making  water  connections, 
road  crossings,  meter  readings  and  maintenance  of  all  the 
Council's  pumping  plants  and  reservoirs  keeps  the  staff  more 
than  fully  occupied. 

DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. 

A number  of  extensions  to  sewers  have  been  carried  out 
at  Council  Estates  where  further  building  development  has  taken 
place. 

Repairs  were  found  necessary  to  the  sewage  pumping  plant 
at  Walcup’s  Lane,  Great  Massingham,  and  one  pump  was  completely 
re-conditioned.  During  the  year,  outfall  dykes  which  take 
sewage  plant  effluent  at  East  Winch,  West  Winch,  Middleton  and 
North  Runcton  have  all  received  attention  and  have  been  cleaned 
out. 


Also  during  the  year  the  work  of  laying  a new  15"  diameter 
sewer  from  Mill  Lane,  Gaywood  to  Hall  Lane,  South  Wootton  was 
completed,  in  readiness  to  deal  with  the  sewering  of  the  Parish 
of  South  Wootton. 
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SCAVENGING. 


The  whole  District  received  a fortnightly  refuse  collection 
service  apart  from  South  Wootton,  which  is  visited  weekly. 

A new  10  cu.  yard  refuse  collector  was  purchased  with  the 
result  that  the  use  of  open  type  vehicles  for  this  work  has 
now  been  discontinued. 

All  the  Council's  tips  have  received  regular  attention  and 
have  been  kept  free  from  rats  and  other  vermin,  and  in  this  respect 
no  complaints  have  been  received. 

A weekly  collection  of  night-soil  has  been  made  but  in  the 
Parishes  of  Harpley,  Little  Massingham,  Great  Massingham  and 
Castleacre  only. 

The  Collection  staff,  despite  depletion  in  numbers  due  to 
illness  and  resignation,  have  carried  out  their  work  extremely 
well.  During  the  year,  a total  of  85  Council  properties 
(comprising  206  loads)  were  serviced,  and  238  private  cesspools 
(395  loads)  were  emptied  for  which  work  £330  was  collected. 

During  the  year,  occasion  did  arise  when  we  were  unable  to 
cope  with  the  ever  increasing  demand  for  the  emptying  service, 
and  for  a time,  a number  of  requests  had  to  be  passed  to  a 
private  commercial  firm. 

This  necessary  service  is  one  v/hich  the  ratepayers  have 
come  to  expect,  and  rightly  so  in  my  opinion,  from  their  Local 
Authority.  Once  again  , as  in  previous  Reports,  I must  stress 
the  need  for  another  machine,  preferably  of  dual  purpose,  which 
would  eliminate  this  cesspool  problem,  and  could  also  be 
employed  in  a pail  emptying  service,  if  the  Council  would  only 
decide  to  extend  this  service,  as  recommended  also  in  previous 
Reports. 

During  the  year,  the  Council  decided  to  transfer  the 
Scavenging  Department  from  Great  Massingham  to  Gayton,  and  steps 
to  acquire  the  necessary  land  are  being  negotiated. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

The  same  number  of  investigations  into  infectious  diseases 
were  made  as  last  year,  but  an  additional  number  of  visits 
had  to  be  made  in  respect  of  "Diseases  of  Animals",  namely 

Anthrax. 

No.  of  investigations  made.  ...  18 

No.  of  premises  disinfected.  ...  8 

No.  of  food  poisoning  enquiries. . . 7 

No.  of  anthrax  enquiries.  ...  5 

KNACKERS  YARDS. 

total  of  eight  visits  were  made  to  the  two  licensed 
premises  in  the  District. 

FOOD  INSPECTION. 

Very  few  shopkeepers  made  use  of  the  facilities  for 
condemning  unsound  food  to  be  surrendered  voluntarily.  This  may 
be  quite  possibly  due  to  improvements  in  modern  methods  of  packing, 
handling  and  storage.  The  first  complete  year  of  meat  inspection 
has  ended,  and  the  fact  that  the  Council  licensed  only  two 
slaughterhouses  in  the  District  has  enabled  a regular  system  of 
inspection  to  be  maintained. 
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The  record  of  inspections  and  condemnations  carried  out  is 
tabulated  below: - 


Cattle  Sheep 


Excluding 

Cows. 

Cows 

Calves 

and 
Lamb  s . 

Pigs 

Horses 

Number  killed. 

145 

1 

3 

37  : 

480 

- 

Number  inspected. 

145 

1 

3 

37 

480 

- 

All  diseases  except 

Tuberculosis  and 

C.vsticerci 

Whole  carcases 
condemned 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned. 

53 

7 

23 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
affected  with  disease 
other  than  tuberculosis 
and  cysticerci.  2&/o 

1% 

Tuberculosis  only. 

Whole  carcases  condemned  - 

- 

- 

— 

- 

- 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned. 

12 

— 

— 

18 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
affected  with 
tuberculosis. 

47° 

Cysticercosis. 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned. 

• 

Carcases  submitted 
to  treatment  by 
refrigeration. 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Generalised  and 
totally  condemned. 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

MOVEABLE  DWELLINGS. 


There  are  nine  licensed  caravan  sites  in  the  District. 
Sixteen  visits  were  made,  and  fourteen  individual  dwellings 
inspected.  Minor  complaints  of  smells  from  a dyke  on  one  site 
were  dealt  with  rapidly  by  the  site  owner,  before  any  action  was 
required.  Poor  approach  roads  to  the  sites  have  gradually  been 
improved,  and  have  enabled  a regular  refuse  collection  service  to 
be  carried  out. 

MILK  .HID  DAIRIES. 

There  are  now  no  licensed  bottling  premises  in  the  District, 
all  ten  licensed  retailers  now  obtaining  their  milk  already 
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bottled  from  the  bulk  pasteurising  firms  in  King's  Lynn 


Some  producer-retailers  are  sending  their  milk  to  be 
pasteurised  and  are  retailing  the  ready  bottled  pasteurised 
milk.  Others  are  improving  their  premises  and  herds  to 
bring  them  up  to  T.T.  standard,  and  although  this  work  is 
under  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries,  the  latter’s 
representative  usually  requests  guidance  to  be  given  on  the 
subject  of  drainage,  and  visits  are  made  accordingly. 

FACTORIES  ACTS , 1957  AND  1948. 


A slight  increase  in  the  number  of  factories  on  the 
register  was  recorded  during  the  year,  the  relevant  statistics 
being  as  follows :- 


Total  No.  of  Factories  with  power  ... 
Total  No.  of  Factories  without  power. 

Total  No.  of  Factories. 

Total  No.  of  Visits  made 

Total  No.  of  defects  found  and  remedied. 


2k 

2 

26 

25 

1 


PESTS  ,;CTo  1949. 

The  destruction  of  rats  and  mice  in  the  District  has 
been  continued  successfully  by  the  Rodent  Operator.  The 
new  charge  of  7s.  6d.  per  hour  inclusive  is  proving  more 
satisfactory. 

Brief  details  of  the  year's  work  are  summarised  below:- 

Premises  Visits,  Surve?/~s 
Treated.  and  Inspections. 

FREE. 

Council  Property. 


(excluding  Housing  Sites). 

30 

149 

Private  and  Council  Houses. 

1,109 

5,526 

CHARGEABLE. 

Business  Premises. 

8 

36 

Farms. 

28 

114 

Totals. 

1,175 

5,825 

CONCLUSION. 

I think  Members  will  agree  that  the  outstanding  feature 
of  1955  was  the  completion  of  the  Council's  Regional  Water  Scheme, 
and  to  a lesser  degree,  the  approval  by  the  Ministry  of  Housing 
and  Local  Government  of  the  Subsidiary  Mains  Water  Scheme,  upon 
which  a start  was  made  before  the  year’s  end. 

During  the  year,  the  Council  formulated  a policy  and  set 
up  a special  Committee  to  deal  with  the  slum  clearance 
programme  and  to  consider  all  applications  for  Grants  under 
the  Repairs  and  Rents  Act,  1954* 


-21 


As  regards  the  Council’s  own  building  programme , in  view 
of  the  curtailment  of  our  allocation,  the  fact  that  thirty- 
four  dwellings  were  completed  and  a further  twenty- two 
dwellings  were  under  construction,  might  be  considered  as 
reasonably  satisfactory. 

In  conclusion,  I would  like  to  thank  the  Chairman  and 
Members  for  their  kindness,  and  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  and  Deputy  Clerk  for  their  valued  co-operation. 

Also,  I would  like  to  express  ray  deep  appreciation  to  the 
Technical  staff,  all  of  whom  gave  of  their  best  throughout 
the  year. 


I am. 


Your 


Surveyor 


obedient  Servant, 

W.  R.  CATKINS. 

and  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector 


« 


-22- 


